THE SOUTHERN 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 


OCTOBER 11, 1950 


EDITORIAL 


SHALL WE RECOGNIZE 
COMMUNIST CHINA? 


A SERIES OF CIPHERS 

LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN MAN - Il 
ALCOHOL MARCHES ON 
CHRISTIANITY OR CHURCHANITY 


aa ua 


ARTICLES 


MARK THEM WHO CAUSE DIVISIONS 8 
REV. M. E. MELVIN, D.D. 


DEPARTMENTS 
SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS ... . 10 
Fi REV. J. KENTON PARKER 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT .. 12 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


LETTERS TO THE 2 FOR CHURCH 
PAPER WEEK... 
CHRISTIAN ANECDOres FOR EVERY WEEK 


AND EXCERPTS .... 


VOL. IX NO. 15 $2.50 A YEAR 


q 
SUOTSSE00% soto 
oxq 


the 
= Wo 
~ = 
| 


Letters To The Editor 


Sirs: 

With keen interest I have read your 
article, setting forth the reasons why our 
Board of World Missions* does not sup- 
port the Japan International Christian 
University, and note that the first reason 
mentioned is as follows: 


“(a) The proposal for the University 
orginated with Dr. John MacLean as a 
gesture of remorse for America having 
used the atom bomb on Japanese cities. 
There are a great many Christians who re- 
gret the necessity for its use but who 
nevertheless feel that it was justified and 
that actually the war was shortened and 
lives thereby saved.” 


This is an incorrect statement, or at 
least a misinterpretation of the facts. You 
will find enclosed a copy of the original 
statement published in the bulletin of this 
church and from which evolved the idea 
and plan of such a University. It was 
quite a surprise to me when this quotation 
from our bulletin was sent out on the wires 
of the Associated Press and the response 
from all over the United States was in- 
deed amazing. I am firmly convinced that 
it was a divinely inspired idea, which de- 
veloped with no organized effort on the 
part of anyone. 


Copied from the Bulletin of the 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 
Richmond, Va., January 6, 1946. 


(A suggestion—As “foolish” as the 
teachings of Jesus of Nazareth) 


For the third time in his life, the pastor 
of this church feels that the Holy Spirit is 
irresistibly moving him to do something 
seemingly foolish and impractical. The 
first such experience came when he was 
compelled to give up the profession of 
law, which he loved, to enter the calling 
of the ministry, which was then unattrac- 
tive to him. The second was in accepting 
the pastorate of this church, a type of 
field which he did not feel qualified to fill. 
He now believes that God is directing him 
to help start a movement to raise funds 
among Christian people of America for the 
restoration of the Japanese cities of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki, destroyed by our 
atomic bombs. This is not to pass judgment 
upon the rightness or wrongness of this 
act, which shortened the war and saved 
many precious lives. Nevertheless, thereby 
a Christian nation not only killed many 
thousands of helpless civilians, but destroy- 
ed the homes of countless others, leaving 
them shocked, wounded, terrified and d- 
prived of a means of tvelihood. Many of 
eopecially the women and children, 
were as innocent of starting the war as 
are the citizens of Ginter Park. If Ameri- 
can Christians were to do something in a 
bie way for these victims of our military 
might, this would not only relieve human 
suffering, but it would be a Christian ges- 
ture which would impress the pagan world, 
and would also dramatize, in a striking 
way, the Spirit of Christ, who taught His 
followers to forgive and to love their 
enemies—a command which the world has 
never taken very seriously. Thus, we might 
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do something to destroy the seeds of 
future wars and, incidentally, give a power- 
ful impetus to the cause of Foreign Mis- 
sions. 


In the near future, a fuller statement of 
this idea will appear in the correspondence 
columns of The Presbyterian Outlook, 
which you might be interested in reading, 
appealing to the church at large. Under our 
present policy, public appeals for special 
offerings cannot be made in this church, 
and this letter is not intended to violate 
the spirit of such an agreement. However, 
there is no reason why individuals should 
not have their attention called to the pro- 
posed plan. Recently, the Men’s Club of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Wilming- 
ton, N. C., adopted resolutions in regard 
to church unity which have impressed our 
whole denomination. Possibly, some organi- 
zation in this church might care to promote 
this idea. It would be thrilling indeed if, 
in this new age, the Southern Presbyterian 
Church should step out of its traditional 
conservatism and take the lead in carrying 
out a plan which might influence the whole 
world to be more Christian. 


John A. MacLean, Minister, 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 
Richmond, Virginia. 


*“Dr. Bell made it very clear in his letter 
that he was not speaking for the Board. 
He stated, “In writing the above I am in 
no way presuming to speak for the Board 
of World Missions, of which I am a mem- 
ber, but am simply stating some of the 
problems involved as they appear to me.” 


Dr. Bell’s reply follows. —Ed. 


Rev. John A. MacLean, D.D., 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 
3400 Chambelayne Ave., 
Richmond 22, Va. 


My dear Dr. MacLean: 


Your letter of the 25th, with copy of 
your church Bulletin of January 6th, 1946, 


received. 


I am sorry that the first paragraph of 
my letter, which you quoted, did not ac- 
curately interpret the intention of your 
original suggestion. I am asking the Editor 
of Tue SouTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
to publish all but the last part of your let- 
ter and the statement from your Bulletin 
in full. 


While this Bulletin does not ask the 
restoration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as 
a “gesture of remorse,” as I inaccurately 
stated, nevertheless such a vtive was 
ascribed to the plan ‘« some of the articles 
in the -eewtas press and it is probably from 
such articles that I received my impression. 
Such can also be deducted from your Bul- 
letin. 

In my judgment it is regrettable that 
the present controversy has arisen. I do not 
believe there is one member of the Board 
of World Missions who opposes the JICU. 
It is simply a matter of judgment as to 
whether it comes within the scope of a 
purely mission enterprise. 


With all good wishes, I am, 
Cordially yours, 


L. Netson 
Associate Editor 


Dr. Machen’s Book 


Sirs: 

We are .. . embarrassed .. . that Machen’s 
book What Is Christianity? has not yet ap- 
peared, but there are of course circum- 
stances that have brought about this situa- 
tion. Within the last month we have had 
to make rush reprints of such important 
books as Dr. Edward J. Young’s /ntroduc- 
tion To The Old Testament, Dr. Carnell’s 
Introduction To Christian Apologetics and 
several others. These have been given pri- 
ority because of their importance, also be- 
cause of their use as textbooks. 

However, Machen’s (book) is now al! 
ready for the press and is awaiting only a 
press opening. We are doing everything we 
can to bring it to completion during the 
month of October. 

Incidentally, because of your connection 
with the original work, you will be highly 
gratified to know that Dr. Young’s IJn¢éro- 
duction To The Old Testament has sold 
out the complete first edition within less 
than a year of its appearance, which is an 
excellent record for a textbook. 

We now have between 40 and 50 schools 
who have adopted this as a text and we are 
rushing to completion the second printing, 
which is due the week after next. You were 
one of those who first encouraged Dr. 
Young in his writing, and I know that 
you rejoice with us in the success that this 
fine young scholar has achieved with his 
books. 

Peter de Visser, General Manager, 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


Whited Sepulchre 
Sirs: 

Have been most interested in your Journ- 
al and the grand work you are doing to 
uphold conservative and fundamental ideas. 
I am a member of the U.S.A. Church 
(Northern Presbyterian) and am ashamed 
to say so but I must admit the truthfulness 


of your remarks concerning the heresy 


taint in the denomination. 

However, I must assure you that there 
are hundreds of thousands in the Northern 
Church who are conscientious followers of 
the “whole” scripture. 

I find this especially true among the 
younger generation. We are gradually doing 
away with the dead formalism of the past 
generation. Such men as Dr. David Cowie 
of University Church, Seattle, Wash., and 
Dick Haborson of California are preaching 
the “whole” gospel. I myself plan to go on 
te seminary when I finish my work here 
and get my A. B. in Religion. 

We of the younger generation have rec- 
ognized the dead formal religion of our 
parents and older acquaintances for nothing 
more than the rattling of dead men’s bones 
in the whited sepulchres. 

Youth For Christ can receive a great 
deal of credit for this “Back to Christ’’ 
movement as can the obvious peril of the 
times. 

Continue your excellent work. I’m pray- 
ing for a general awakening in our 
Northern Church—a church which could do 
so much for Christ if only the leaders 
would turn back to the simple faith. 

(Name Withheld) 
Student, 
Pacific University 
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EDITORIAL 


Shall We Recognize 
Communist ChinaP 


One of the great tragedies of our generation is 
that China today is listed as a potential enemy and 
is under the domination of a government which is 
actively and openly anti-American. 


Such a situation need not and should not have 
occurred. It is the worst single diplomatic defeat in 
the history of the United States and it has, poten- 
tially, changed the balance of world power. That 
those who are responsible for this debacle should 
continue in positions of power within our govern- 
ment is hard to understand. 


It is hard to understand that they themselves do 
not realize their policies were so abysmally wrong. 
It is hard to understand why they do not have the 
grace to resign becase of this grave mistake. It is 
hard to understand why our Chief Executive has 
so far apparently failed to recognize the actual and 
potential results of our China policy. 


The writer lived in inland China for 25 years. He 
knows these people and their traits. He knows that 
the heart of the overwhelming majority of the peo- 
ple in China today is, as it has been for many years, 
wonderfully friendly to America and Americans. 


He is also very sure that this same overwhelming 
majority today resents and hates the Communists 
who have taken control by force of arms. Allowing 
for the dishonesty and corruption of the Nationalist 
party in later yeats* and the resulting turning from 
that government by many of the people, it in no way 
follows that the Chinese people have become a 
Communist nation. 


In the immediate future, probably soon after the 
November elections, there will be a strong move to 
recognize the Communist government of China on 
the part of America. In fact, one already sees an 
increasing number of articles advocating such a 
move. These come from divers groups in our 
country. Many of them are deeply sincere. Others 
come with an entirely different motive. 


Christian citizens need to think clearly in this 
matter. The issues at stake are so important that 
probably none of us can fully understand or eval- 
uate them. This being true we need the wisdom and 
the judgment which God alone can give. 


Reasons given by some who advocate the diplo- 
matic recognition of the present government of 
China may be listed as follows: (a) Whether we 
like it or not, the Communist are now in control of 
China and they should therefore be recognized. (b) 
Recognition does not necessarily mean approval of a 
government. (c) Recognition may be a way to win 
back the Chinese people to friendship with America. 
(d) Recognition is apparently the only hope of 
keeping present missionaries in China at their post; 
otherwise they will be required to leave when their 
passports expire. (e) Recognition may make it 
possible to get old missionaries back and new ones 
into China. There are certainly other reasons which 
may be submitted by good people. We are not con- 
cerned with the arguments of those people of dis- 


*See editorial, “Our China Policy,” THE 
JourRNAL, May 1, 1950. 


THE JouURNAL would invite the opinions of its 
readers with reference to our policy towards China. 
Letters should be as short as possible and addressed 
to Letters to the Editors. —Ed. 
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loyal intent who follow the party line and who 
owe allegiance to Moscow. 


Let us examine these arguments and see if they 
are valid. (a) Whether we like it or not, the Com- 
munists now control China and therefore deserve 
recognition. Has recognition of Russia proven bene- 
ficial? In dealing with Communists we are not 
dealing with a people who even make a pretense of 
bilateral cooperation. You “co” and they do the 
“operating.” Recognition of Russia has unquestion- 
ably strengthened Communism throughout the 
world. Receiving nothing in return we have opened 
our land to the flood of intrigue and fifth-column 
activity which is a premeditated part of the com- 
munistic plan for world domination. Recognition 
will but strengthen the hands of a government 
which has imposed itself on a peace-loving people. 


(b) Recognition does not necessarily mean ap- 
proval. To the American this seems obvious but to 
the average Chinese it would mean approval. It 
would be a compromise of expediency, not the act of 
a nation which stands for righteousness. 


(c) Recognition may be a way to win back the 
Chinese people to friendship with America. Dr. J. 
Leighton Stuart, our Ambassador to China, has 
categorically stated that the leaders of the Com- 
munist movement in China are Marxists. There is 
nothing which America can do which will win their 
friendship for their avowed aim is to destroy the 
freedoms for which America stands. As the true 
import of the Communist system unfolds to the 
Chinese people they will hate that system and its 
leaders. Should America recognize that government 
we will but add to the confusion in the minds of 
the Chinese. Refusal to recognize holds America up 
to the Chinese as a nation standing for an ideal. 


(e) Recognition is apparently the only hope of 
immediate continuation of missionaries in China. 
This may be true. But, is such a continuation, 
bought at such a price, worth it? Furthermore, 


Great Britian has recognized Communist China but 
she has received in return little but insults. British 
missionaries already in the interior are continuing, 
in some places, but those in Shanghai are not per- 
mitted to leave for the interior. Futhermore, the 
day seems to be rapidly approaching when al! 
American missionaries will find themselves a handi- 
cap rather than an asset to their Chinese Christian 
brethren. In a number of places they are already 
being asked to leave by those with whom and for 
whom they labor. This is because of the restrictions 
and discriminations practiced against Christianity by 
the Communists. 

There are many other arguments pro and con. 
We cannot believe that it is the part of either 
wisdom or Christian judgment to advise our govern- 


“ment to recognize a Communistic regime. It has not 


paid in dividends in other parts of the world; it will 
not pay in China. . 

There is strong reason to believe that the State 
Department has such a move in mind for the not too 
distant future. There will be divers groups who 
will advocate such action. We believe Christians 
should pray earnestly about this and other national 
problems, asking God to give the wisdom which our 
national leaders must have if they are to act aright. 
Those who talk of the present movement in China 
as simply an “agrarian reform,” not related to Mos- 
cow and the international communist program, are, 
we believe, indulging in wishful thinking. 


Certainly Christians must pray for their Chris- 
tian brethren behind the bamboo curtain. It could 
be that American recognition would prove a tragic 
compromise which these Christians would find hard 
to understand. 


The hope of China is a resurgence of the essential 
common sense of a great and ancient people and 
such a change will almost certainly come through 
Christian leadership. At present America represents 


an ideal. To maintain that ideal may pay in rich 
dividends if we stand firm. —L.N.B. 


A Series Of Ciphers— 
Vanity - A Puff Of Wind 


One may put upon a blackboard six ciphers or 
six hundred ciphers or six thvusand ciphers; but 
there is no value until an integer is put behind 
them. Yuu may have a car of great beauty and the 
highest comfort and travelling at top speed; but if 
you are on the wrong road you make no progress, 
only lost motion. 

When the integer is placed then value instantly 
occurs. When we travel the right road every revo- 
lution of the wheel means progress. 

Life is not determined by what you think or by 
what I think. It is determined by what God says. 
In March 1935 1 heard a University of Georgia 
undergraduate speak to the Savannah Rotary Club. 
The young man was well named Wise. 
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He said: “Some people say it does not make any 
difference what you think if you are honest in it. 
I do not think that statement is true. You may 
arise in the night and go to your medicine cabinet 
and take a white tablet for your headache. You 
may think, and honestly think, that the tablet is 
aspirin. If it turns out to be bichloride of mercury 
it will make all the difference between relief from 
a headache and sudden death.”’ 


If there is only one right and safe way over a 
mountain to a distant goal it will make little 
difference whether you take the road that leads over 
a cliff in the dark; or one into the jungle to be 
devoured by wild beasts; or out into a desert to die 
of exposure. 


If we miss the only right way the issue in the end 
is the same, death. We think we need many things, 
the fact is we need only one and that is God. We 
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think life is fearfully complex, the fact is it is 
wonderfully simple. 


Paul, one of the giants of all the ages who made 
a controlling contribution to his own and all suc- 
ceeding generations, said: “This one thing I do.” 
Jesus speaking in the home at Bethany said, ‘But 
one thing is needful.” 


What is the integer for life’s ciphers? Or better, 
Who is the integer for life, who can give meaning 
and reality to life? Who can establish for every 


man satisfying and abiding values? None other than 
Jesus Christ the Eternal Son of God. 


While the invitation to come to God and life is 
as wide as the love of God, as wide open as the 
arms of Jesus on the cross; the entrance to that 
Presence, to that life, is single, is unique, is narrow. 


Hear Him Who alone can give life, can give 
eternal life, as He says: in John 14:6, “Il am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by Me.” Also in John 10:9 He 
says: “I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find 
pasture.”’ —S.McPh.G. 


The Life Of A Christian Man—// 
The Word—Our Guide 


Calvin is ‘“‘superlatively ethical.” He presents 
ethics as the fruit of redemption. We are to live a 
vood life because we have been redeemed and we 
are not our own. The scripture plan, he says, con- 
sists chiefly of two things, namely that the love of 
righteousness to which we have no natural pro- 
pensity be instilled into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, and that a rule be prescribed to us to pre- 
vent our taking any devious steps in the race of 
righteousness. The rule of righteousness is the Word 


of God. 


For Calvin, the Bible is the lamp for our feet and 
the light for our path. The Word is not merely a 
theoretical principle, it is a practical basis for life, 
our comfort in need, our anchor in death. When 
Idelette de Bure was dying, John Calvin gave her 
“prayer and doctrine,” meaning by doctrine the 
promises of the Word. Those who love the term 
may properly describe Calvin’s use of Scripture as 
existential. He rested all his weight upon it both 
for this life and for that which is to come. 


Faith is founded on the Divine Word. Christ is 
the perpetual object of faith and Christ as He is 
offered by the Father in the Gospel. Thus: “Faith 
has a perpetual relation to the Word and can no 
more be separated from it than the rays from the 
sun whence they proceed.” 


“The same Divine Word is the foundation by 
which faith is sustained and supported, and from 
which it cannot be moved without an immediate 
downfall. Take away the word then, and there will 
no faith left.”’ 


The Word is like a mirror in which faith may 
behold God, and faith is a knowledge of the will of 
God respecting us, received from His Word. “The 
Word of God is the only basis on which faith can 


stand.” 


The preaching of the Gospel leads to faith and 
faith expresses itself in prayer. Thus “faith founded 
on the Word is the source of true prayer,’ even as 
prayer is the principal exercise of faith. The prom- 
ises of God are so many banners inspiring us with 
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confidence, so that prayer becomes primarily plead- 
ing ihe promises of God. 


‘Through Christ, the Mediator, we enter into the 
sanctuary of heaven and in His immediate presence 
remind God of His promises. So closely are the 
Word and faith related that Calvin can exegete 
Paui’s statement, “Sanctified by the Word of God 
and prayer,’ as meaning faith and prayer, “the 
Word being used metonymically (figuratively) for 
faith.” (Inst. LI1.xx.28). 


The highest good is obedience to the command- 
ments of God and the end of a happy life is to be 
beloved of Him. Calvin is thoroughly Protestant 
and evangelical in his understanding of the law. 
For the unsaved man it is the word of the Judge 
convicting the sinner. 


By the law comes the knowledge of sin. The law 
of the Lord is perfect converting the soul, that is, 
it leads the soul to despair of self-righteousness and 
so becomes a schoolmaster to lead him to Christ. 


The Christian is no longer under the law as a 
way of meriting eternal life. Christ is his right- 
eousness—the end of the law for justification. The 
believer lives in the Kingdom of Grace. 


The law is no fearful taskmaster, no sullen wit- 
ness against him. But it has become the gracious 
will of his loving heavenly Father, written not on 
tables of stone but on his heart and conscience. And 
in the obedience of Christian faith he loves the law 
because he loves Christ its giver. Jesus said: “If ye 
love me ye will keep my commandments.” And ac- 
cording to the Book of Revelation, the saints keep 
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
(xiv. 12). 


Ultimately, the Word is so mighty to Calvin be- 
cause that is the method God takes of offering 
Christ to men. “If it be efficaciously impressed on 
our hearts by the Spirit; if it exhibit Christ; it is 
the word of life, converting the soul.” “The Word 
is the instrument by which the Lord dispenses to 
believers the illumination of His Spirit.” (I.ix.3). 
And conversely: “The departure of the Lord sig- 
nifies the removal of His Word.” (II.v.13). 

—Wnm. C. R. 
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Alcohol Marches On 


According to Drew Pearson, people in the United 
States are now spending eight and one-half billions 
for liquor and just about half that sum for educa- 
tion. 


Some two years ago we saw a vigorous campaign 
to legalize the sale of liquor in Asheville, N. C. Ac- 
cording to the proponents of this policy it would do 
away with the bootlegger, stop excessive drinking 
and tend to make roads safer. And, taxes would 
help support schools and other public agencies. 


But these claims have not materialized; the boot- 
legger continues to operate, drunkeness is still com- 
mon and drunken drivers with their death-toll are 
a common occurrence. As to the “profits” from the 
sale of liquor: large sums have been realized. But 
no one seems willing or able to compute the eco- 
nomic loss caused by alcohol. Loss of efficiency, of 
property, of happiness and of:souls. Such “profits” 
are blood money, a share in the weakness and misery 
of our fellow men. 


We are perfectly aware that much of this liquor 
is bought by the “best” people, by church members, 
even by officers in the church. We are aware that 
much of it is used by the social drinker, by the 
person who knows (or thinks he does) how to use it. 


But the liquor business is a damnable business, 
one which has always been mixed up in crime and 
corruption. Were the beer manufacturers being 
patriotic when they donated a million and a half 
cans of beer to the Army for use of our soldiers in 
Korea? Such “patriotism” is usually paid back many 
times by increased consumption of their product. 


We admit that total abstinence cannot be argued. 
per se, from the Scriptures. But the Bible makes 
plain the danger and the tragedy of the use of 
alcohol and we believe the only consistent position 
for the Christian to take today is to refuse to use it 
personally and to vote to restrict its use as far as 
possible by others. 

The Church has been strangely silent on the 
menace of the liquor traffic during the past few 
years. Too many good people were fooled by the 
untrue statement that “prohibition did not prohibit.” 
It prohibited to the extent that it hurt the liquor 
interests deeply. It prohibited to the extent that 
many homes which had been rendered destitute by 
drunkenness were restored to economic security be- 
cause liquor was hard to get. True, the bootlegger 
and the rum-runner flourished and gangsters thriv- 
ed. But,. this could and would have been remedied 
if an aroused and decent citizenry had seen that the 
law was enforced. 


Liquor probably will never be banished from any 
land. But it is possible to end the disgraceful flout- 
ing of the attractiveness (sic) of liquor before the 
eyes of young people, both on the streets and on the 
pages of our magazines. One forward step would be 
the prohibition of all liquor advertisements. 


At the current rate America will only too soon 
become a land of soul and spirit-sapping intemper- 
ance. If Drew Pearson is right we are well on the 
way—eight and one-half billions for liquor and just 
half that sum for education. 


What will God’s judgment be on such a people? 
—L.N.B. 


Christianity Or Churchanity 


This editorial written by C. E. Hawthorne, D.D. 
in The United Presbyterian for August 21 is worthy 
of most serious consideration. It presents a tendency 
of our times which has grave danger for the work of 
God's Kingdom. It is on this issue that Protestant- 
ism and Catholicism have been widely separated. 
Shall we emulate the mistakes of the Roman 


Catholic Church?—Ead. 


By C. E. Hawthorne, D.D. 


Pastor of United Presbyterian Church 
Clarinda, lowa 

Historic Christianity is Christ-centered. All the 
light of glory focuses on him. The arrows on the 
way of redemption all point to him. The life of the 
believer centers in him. The whole gospel testimony 
is “in him,” “that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself.”” Historic Christianity is Christ- 
centered. 


But the Christianity of our day is fast becoming 
Church-centered. And that is something different. 
A few weeks ago Canon Bernard Iddings Bell of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Chicago, writing in the Wit- 


ness and quoted in Time magazine, said that Chris- 
tians have a tendency to exalt the Church as the end 
rather than the means of their religion, and “to 
make of it (the Church) a covert in which to hide 
from Christ.” While his remarks were pointed 
toward his own denomination, we believe they apply 
as well to the rest of our communions. Continuing, 
he said, ““The Church by and large has tended too 
much to exalt itself and minimize God.” Many of 
our sermons are Church-centered and not Christ- 
centered. An increasing number of religious maga- 
zines writings deal with the life and problems of the 
Church rather than an emphasis upon the great 
Christ-centered themes. Ecclesiastical meetings stress 
the great programs of the Church and are con- 
stantly engaged in perfecting the organization. 


All in all, Christendom today thinks and speaks of 
religion in terms of Church and not in terms of 
Christ. Any minister or Christian worker today 
knows what it is to speak personally to someone 
about Christ, and of his relationship to him. Almost 
invariably the one addressed will start talking of his 
attitude or relationship to the Church, and you do 
well indeed if you can keep the conversation centered 
in Christ and his gospel. The general public, and I 
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*...! turned to any page...” 


+ « + writes a Western Church Leader 
“and found a beautiful hymn useful in one of 


as our church services.” 

You too will find in Church Service Hymas ONLY selections 
the that help fill the musical needs of your church. 448 standard 
ew hymns, popular gospel! hymns, revival songs, and 60 read- 

ings fill ALL your needs. A complete, attractive, economi- 
he cal hymnal. Send for free examination copy. ONLY $1.20 
p.” EACH, $97.50 PER HUNDRED, NOT PREPAID. 
ior Please send free examination copy, Church Service Hymas 


at | RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 


by 
: Ninth St., Winona Lake, Ind. | 
oa West Branch: 1151 E. Hyde Pk. Bivd., Inglewood, Cal, 
er Name Title 
y- Name of Church | 
Address 
City Zone State 
he Song books now used 
We will need new books about | 
t- fear the Church too, has come to identify Christian- Christian action, even though our churches have no 
ie ity with mere Churchanity. And we sit in our beautiful “centers of worship” and do not follow 
* comfortable pews, content that we belong to one of out every symbol of Christianity. In fact very few 
a the best churches of the community, and often go great sweeping revival movements—movements that 
our way without having met the Lord Jesus Christ have swept whole communities to Christ and have 
himself. We serve the Church on occasion but are changed the morals of nations—have ever found 
n not sensitive to the personal touch of the Master. source in the correct, beautiful liturgy of a formal 


We speak glibly of the Church but are timid to 
even mention the name of our Lord. 

Great advances are being made these days in 
visitation evangelism. We believe in the method, 
and we believe that God would have his people go 
and witness unto him. When the world is so re- 
luctant to go where they might hear the gospel, then 
it is the duty of God’s people to carry the Zospel to 
them where they cannot fail to hear it. And that 
place of contact is in the home or place of business. 
But there is danger here too that must be constantly 
guarded against. "Those who witness to these homes 
must put the emphasis on personal salvation through 
Christ, and not salvation through the Church. 
There is a difference here and it is the difference 
between Christianity and Churchanity. 


The growth of symbolism in our churches has 


‘been very definite in the past few years. Our fore- 


fathers were afraid of it. ‘They had been too near 
Roman Catholicism and they remembered. Some 
maintain that they went too far the other way and 
that much of reverence and worship in our Protest- 
ant churches has been lost because of our complete 
severance from these things. Beautiful places of 
worship, well-chosen pulpit furniture and dignified 
services have their good place in the Church of 
Jesus Christ. 

But remember that the symbolism of the Roman 
Catholic Church has had a large part in making that 
religion a religion of Churchanity rather than a 
Christ-centered Christianity. It definitely centers 
attention upon the Church rather than upon Christ. 
We can still be stirred by the Spirit of God, we can 
still feel his presence, we can still be inspired to 
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church. Churchanity can cripple and even kill that 
which is vital in Christianity. 


In church circles the modern ecumenical move- 
ment is being constantly discussed. Page after page 
of church periodicals deals with various phases of 
the subject. Church union is big time church news. 
Just here Canon Bell again speaks out a warning. 
He sees a tendency in ecumenical circles “to assume 
that it does not matter overmuch what people think 
of Christ, whether he is God redeeming the world 
or only a superfine moral leader, or even perhaps a 
neurotic with a messianic illusion of grandeur, who 
nevertheless said some right good things. The thing 
to do is to get everybody into one big united church 
—one is driven to the conclusion that the ecumenical 
movement is in considerable danger of substituting 
the Church for Christianity.” To be Christ-centered 
might slow up some of the movements within the 
Church of Jesus Christ, but ultimately it would 
mean definite spiritual gain for us all. There needs 
to be a change of emphasis. Wherever this Christ- 
centered emphasis is found, there will sooner or 
later be found the fruit of the Spirit. There is a 
difference between Christianity and Churchanity. 


REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
others may never have heard 


EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 


ed. 
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It is not difficult 


for even a casual observer 


Mark Them 
Who 


Rev. M. E. Me tvin, D. D. 


Many earnest people who love their church and 
support its work, whose loyalties are to the General 
Assembly and its agencies, are greatly troubled by 
the reports of disunity that reach them from various 
parts of the church. 


Through its long history as a Christian denomina- 
tion, the Southern Presbyterian Church has been 
united in faith, harmonious in spirit, increasing in 
numbers, growing in strength and moving steadily 
forward at home and in the foreign fields. Why, it 
is being asked, in the day of its largest opportunity 
is the mission work of the church threatened by 
division and dissension in its ranks? 


There are many things in the work of the church 
that must be subject to personal opinion about 
which the right to differ is conceded. But there are 
some matters of a fundamental nature, where 
private opinion must give way. One of these is the 
question of authority which is basic to unity, whether 
in the home, the church or the state. 


Is the General Assembly, composed of 430 elected 
‘Commissioners, from 85 presbyterys, representing 
3,647 churches with 675,894 members to be the 
authoritative voice to express the mind and will of 
the church and give direction to its activities, or are 
the administrative and missionary policies of the 
church to be determined by the organized efforts of 
individuals and groups, who get their inspiration 
from interchurch councils, and are not in agree- 
ment with decisions of the Assembly or its official 
agencies? The issue before our Church is simple. 
Shall our Church shape its own policy and program, 
or shall it be shaped by remote control through 
ecumenical agencies and organizations? 


The action of the Massanetta Assembly in the 
matter of the Interdenominational Christian Uni- 


versity in Japan is a case in point. Certain individ- 
uals in the church with no official responsibility, but 
having a program of their own, are unwilling to 
accept the threefold judgment (1) of the Japan 
Mission (whose members certainly are better in- 
formed about conditions in that country and doubt- 
less as wise as any group in the church sitting at 
home in comfort and security 8,000 miles away) ; 
(2) the Board of World Missions, and (3) the 
General Assembly. They have not hesitated to 
criticize the Assembly, assail the Executive Secre- 
tary, the trusted leader of our Foreign Mission 
work, as the chief offender, and charge our mis- 
sionaries with a lack of understanding of what the 
church’s program in Japan should be. 


By its action in this matter the General Assemb- 
ly has declared that Dr. Fulton and the Board of 
World Missions merit the confidence of the entire 
church for their courageous insistence, when asked 
to compromise, that our primary mission to the peo- 
ple of Japan is to present Jesus Christ as the Divine 
Redeemer; and that the missionaries of our church 
who know what it is to suffer for Christ’s sake in 
a sinful and pagan world are to be praised for their 
faithfulness to their appointment. 


It is not difficult for even a casual observer to 
“mark them who cause divisions.” When a small 
self-appointed group of wilful men assume the right 
to “express the thought of the church” and to direct 
the Assembly’s agencies in the way this group has 
conceived they should go there can be no question 
who the dividers in the church are. 


The situation in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has a significant resemblance to a situation 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church. A few years 
ago, a number of their ministers and laymen con- 
cerned over the liberal tendencies of the Foreign 
Mission Board in the appointment of missionaries, 
organized an Independent Board to administer 
their gifts for Foreign Missions. 


For this action these ministers and officers of 
the church, some of them in high positions, includ- 
ing theological professors and pastors of prominent 
congregations, were severely censured by the Gener- 
al Assembly and later deposed for insubordination. 


It is interesting to recall that the action of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church making loyalty to 
the denominational Foreign Mission Agency the 
condition of a minister’s ecclesiastical standing, and 
the eviction of these conservative dissenters from 
the ministry of their church, was warmly applauded 
by the liberals in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
who now reverse themselves and criticize their 
General Assembly for approving an action of the 


Board of World Missions with which they do not 


agree, 


Not only do they proclaim their disapproval of 
the Assembly’s action, but they launch a vigorous 
campaign in the church for funds for an Inter- 
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denominational Work in Japan for which the 
Board declined to assume any financial or adminis- 
trative responsibility. 


The character and intensity of this drive for sup- 
port for this Interdenominational Work can be 
interpreted only as organized opposition to the 
authority of the Board of World Missions for its 
failure to do what these self-appointed critics of the 
General Assembly insisted should be done. It re- 
mains to be seen what the Southern Presbyterian 
General Assembly will do about it. 


Those who are loyal to the General Assembly, 
accept its deliverances, support its agencies, and 
whose contributions make possible every advance in 
every field, are not responsible for the controversy 
and confusion that have been brought into the 
counsels of the church. 


It does not make for Christian unity tor those 
whose only offense is that they believe in their 
church and respect its leaders, to be spoken of as 


‘little men of little minds”; and for those who dare 
to oppose the organized effort to erase the life and 
work and testimony of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church as a denomination to be characterized as 
narrow and prejudiced and non-cooperative. 


The primary issue confronting the Southern 
Presbyterian Church in this day of greatest need for 
Christian missions, is the authority of the General 
Assembly, the highest court of the church, to 
determine its missionary policies and direct its 
agencies. The fact that the church now has Boards 
instead of Executive Committees does not mean that 
the General Assembly has surrendered the control 
of its own work. 


Those who refuse to support the action of the 
General Assembly must accept the responsibility for 
the divisions that now trouble the church. Paul 
warns (Rom. 16:17—Moffatt) “Keep your eye on 
those who stir up dissentions.”” The Church knows 
now where to look for its trouble makers. 


Christian Anecdotes And Excerpts 


MODERN MIRACLES 


Some years ago, a noted English scientist pub- 
lished a book telling of his travels in the South 
Pacific. What surprised him most was the savage 
condition of the people of the south sea isles. He 
thought they could not become civilized for cen- 
turies. But in this he was quite mistaken, for on a 
later visit, he found them changed men. Christian 
missionaries had come with the Bible. These mis- 
sionaries tell also of an ungodly French trader visit- 
ing these islands. Seeing a Bible on the chiet’s table, 
he uttered some scornful words. The chief, a Chris- 
tian, replied: “If the missionaries had not brought 
that Book, you would be in there by now.” He was 
pointing to a large oven in the kitchen! 


HE GOT THE DEVIL'S MASTER! 


An old negro was once a helpless drunkard. He 
tried many times to free himself and others tried to 
help him. But he could not get rid of his drunken- 
ness until he was converted, After this, there was a 
wonderful change in him, and someone said: “So 
you have got the mastery of the devil at last.” “No,” 
he replied, “but I have got the devil's Master!” 
Jesus Christ said: “If the Son (Himself) shall 
make you free, you shall be free indeed.”” —John’s 


Gospel, 8:38. Anon. 


“I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH” (The Apostles’ Creed) 


“The holy catholic church of Christ is nothing 
else but a company of saints. To this church pertain 
(belong) all they that since the beginning of the 
world have been saved, and that shall be saved unto 


the end thereof.”’ (Bishop Coverdale). “The Cath- 
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olic Church, which is called the body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 12:27 etc.) consists of such as are truly 
sanctified and united to Christ by an internal alli- 
ance—by a lively faith.” (Bishop Davenant). 


ALAS - BUT 1 AM PIERRE! 


A story is told of how a middle-aged man one day 
visited a famous doctor in old Paris. After the phy- 
sician had completed his examination he assured him 
there was nothing much wrong with his body. But 
the man complained of being much in a sad and 
hopeless state of mind. “Ah,” said the doctor, “you 
want to go and see Pierre, the great comedian. He 
will cheer you up.” ‘Alas,’ replied the man, “but | 
am Pierre!” 


As God’s Scriptures say: “The end of that mirth 
is heaviness.’’ Proverbs 14:13, God has so made us 
that we must first learn and believe His Gospel and 
give ourselves to the obedience of His Word and 
Spirit, and then, being pardoned, we can enjoy or 
endure. Since it is true that “His power and His 
wrath is against all them that forsake Him (God)”’ 
we should not wonder if the ungodly need drink 
and drugs to get some semblance of happiness. See 
in Scripture: Isaiah 57:15 in this connection; also 


John 8:12. 
WORDS OF WISDOM 


“There are no disappointments for those whose 
wills, by His Grace, are subject to God’s Will.” 
(Faber). See Proverbs 19:23, Hebrews 12:5 to 14, 
Romans 8:28, in the Bible. 


“T will cast my cares on God. He hast bidden me; 
They cannot hurt Him, He can redress them.” 


(Hall). See I Peter 5:6,7. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR OCTOBER 29: 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Giving Through Reading and Meditation 


Scripture: Acts 17:10-15; Philippians 4:8-9; J 


Timothy 4:12-16; I] Timothy 2:15; 4:13. Devo- 
tional Reading: Psalms 19 


1 am more and more convinced of the value and wisdom of John Calvin’s famous sentence: ‘‘Make your 
one aim in life the glory of God, your one book, the Bible.” (Italics mine). I feel sure that John Calvin 
read other books beside the Bible, and if he were living in our age of books, would perhaps read many more, 
but I am sure that he would still place the Bible as the one Book to be read, studied, and meditated upon. 


Sir Walter Scott had a large library, yet he could 
say, ‘“There is but one Book.”’ As a young preacher 
I felt that 1 had to have many books, and | have 
wasted a great deal of money in buying books, and 
much valuable time in reading them. I could almost 
count on the fingers of my two hands the books 
that have been of great value and service to me. 
As it is my small library is all cluttered up with 
worthless volumes... 


We are living in a time when books are streaming 
off the printing presses in countless numbers and 
the temptation is to read all the new books we can 
get. Even the best of these should not be read to the 
neglect of our Bibles. The good is often the enemy 
of the best, and even good books should not crowd 
out our Bibles. Often the preacher will review a 
new book, perhaps a good book, instead of bringing 
a message from the Word of God. | am still old- 
fashioned enough to believe that the pulpit is the 
place for reading and proclaiming the truth of the 


Gospel. 


In Psalm 19 we have two of God’s great books 
before us: the book of Nature, and the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Both are a revelation of God, and should be 
studied and meditated upon. The Book of Nature 
tells us of the glory, power, wisdom and goodness of 
God, but is not sufficient for a full knowledge of 
the way of salvation. ‘This is given to us in the 
Bible. It is a wonderful privilege to gaze up into 
the heavens and see the glory of our God; it is a 
still greater privilege to open the pages of His Word 
and see what is revealed there as to the character of 
our God and our duty to Him. 


But of course we ought to supplement our study 
of the Bible with other books, not only those that 
relate to the Bible but history and all the other 
forms of literature. This broadens our knowledge, 
furnishes us with illustrations, helps in the under- 
standing of men, and furnishes a delightful form of 
recreation. In the lesson today most of our verses 
apply first and principally to the reading and study 
of the Bible, but can be broadened in scope to apply 
to other reading. 


1. All Books and Sermons Should Be 
Tested By The Word of God: 
Acts 17:10-15. 


Just as we have a standard of measurement and 
weight, so the Bible is our standard by which we 
measure and weigh other writings or sermons. When 
we hear a sermon or read a book we ought to en- 
quire: Is this true? and go to the Scripture to see 
whether it is or not. 


This is what the people did at Berea. Paul and 
Silas came from Thessalonica to Berea,” these were 
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scripture daily, whether these things 
were so.” 


A great many books and some sermons do not ring 
true to the Word. Mr. Moody used to say that he 
had to be very careful about his preaching when he 
was in Scotland, for the people knew their Bibles, 
and would not hesitate to tell him if what he said 
was not according to the Scriptures. 


If this could be true of every congregation it 
might make all of us better preachers. The same 
thing should apply to the books we read. Do not 
test the Bible by Darwin but test Darwin, and all 
other books by the Bible. 


This would save us embarrasment when these so- 
called scientific theories are proved false and given 


MY LIFE IN 
THE CONVENT 


A BOOK OF FACTS 


A detailed description of black nunnery in Bristol. 
Twenty-four great chapters. Margaret Shepherd, escaped 
nun, describes in detail the terrible experiences of helpless 
and defenseless girls within the high stone walls of 
Bristol] Convent. The most terrible revelations ever re- 


corded. 
OVER 6,000,000 COPIES PRINTED 


The most extensively read book on the papal curse. No 
book like this in print! Read this frightful, heart- 
breaking story and learn the truth concerning convent 
life. 258 burning pages. Postpaid only $1.50. The edition 
is limited ... so order at once. 


Gospel Art Shoppe, Dept. SP-10, Rowan, Iowa. 
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up by the scientists themselves. I remember how 
many modernists scoffed at Dr. Shearer, of David- 
son because he would not “fall for evolution.” To- 
day the theory of evolution is falling even among 
scientists, while the Bible stands as ever. Most books 
are a mixture of good and bad. Let us measure their 
value by the one Book. 


ll. Thinking On Things Worthwhile: 
Philippians 4:8-9 

A great many people, especially among the youth 
of our land, are filling their minds with trash, and 
worse than trash. All we have to do is to look on 
the shelves in our news stands to know how true 
this iss Even when you turn to the higher class 
magazines and read some in them for recreation you 
teel when you are through that you have wasted 
your time. Personally | enjoy a good story. So tew 
are “good” even measured by plot or interest. 


Much of our modern fiction, even respectible 
fiction, contains a good deal of poison. It is so easy 
to poison the mind, and it is more dangerous than 
poisoning the body. Suppose all books that had 
poison in them had to be marked by the skull and 
cross-bones, what a sight our book stores would be! 
I went to our public library last year and got out 
five or six books and not over one in the lot was fit 
to read or even interesting. 


Paul, in the verse above, gives some splendid 
advice, advice which | need as well as anyone who 
reads this comment. He gives a criterion by which 
we can judge what to read and think about. The 
true, the honorable, the just, the pure, the lovely, 
things of good report, filled with virtue and praise. 
This standard would eliminate most of our modern 
fiction and some other literature, would it not? 


LI]. Ourselves And Our Teaching: 
1 Timothy 4:12-16 


What we read has a great deal to do with the 
formation of our character. When I was a boy and 
young man my mother and a friend of hers in Lynch- 
burg selected my reading to a large extent, and | 
loved to read. The Youth's Companion, St. Nicolas 
and Chatterbox were being published, and were 
filled with clean and exciting stories. The first of 
these magazines was a constant visitor in our home. 
I do not know what would have been the result if 
we had had the sort of “trash’’ which most boys and 
girls have today. Why did The Youth's Companion 
have to cease publication? The answer to that ques- 
tion will explain a good part of our modern juvenile 
problems. 


Then, later on in life, we teach what we have 
learned by reading, study and meditation. Our teach- 
ing will be colored by our character, and this char- 
acter has been largely formed by what we have read. 
Paul is referring primarily, of course, to the reading 
and teaching of the Word of God, but we can 
broaden the application a bit to include all that we 
read. If we are to save ourselves and those who hear 
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“And Also To Foreign 
Missions A Share” 


In writing or revising your will, what finer 
bequest could you make than to leave a share 
of your estate—however large or small it may 
be—to the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom 
throughout the world? 


Every earnest Christian is urged to use his 
will as an instrument through which he can 
support and perpetuate his most cherished in- 
terests. 


Be sure to consult a good lawyer in drawing 
your will. Should you wish to make a bequest 
to the Board of World Missions, the following 
form of bequest is recommended: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of 
World Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, a corporation organized 
under the Laws of the State of Tennessee, 
with offices at Nashville, Tenn., the sum of 


(or the following property, to wit ; ) 


The Board will welcome the opportunity of 
discussing your plans with you or assisting 
you in any way possible. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


Boarp OF WorLD MISsSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN Tue U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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us, let us take heed: we must have a sound mind 
filled with the old truths which our mothers taught 
us, and are found in the blessed Book which they 
loved. 

IV. A Workman Unashamed: 

Il Timothy 2:15. 


This is a great verse for the preacher and Sabbath 
School teacher; it is also a splendid one for the 
Christian, for all Christians are, or ought to be 
“workers for the Lord.” Some are what we call 
part-time workers, for they have to make a living 
for themselves and families doing other work; others 
are full-time paid workers sent out and supported by 
the Church. But whether part-time, or full-time, we 
ought to use our tools aright. 


The Word of God is our first and best tool. We 
should be able to divide it out to our people in all 
its wondrous beduty and power. There are other 
tools also which we can use, based on the Bible. A 
good carpenter does not need too many tools, but 
he needs good ones. I have a book called J'ools For 
Teachers. Some of it is good, some not so valuable. 
I have always found the Bible the one great tool, 


for it can thoroughly furnish us for every good 
work, as we saw in another section of our lesson. 


Let us remember that we are building for God 
and eternity. Only the best of tools, and the best 
work is worthy of such building. 


V. Good Books are Good Companions: 
Il Timothy 4:13 


A great many people besides Paul have found this 
out. “Especially the parchments,” he writes to 
Timothy from his cold and dismal prison cell. How 
many great and good men could sympathize with 
Paul! He did not want very much; a cloak for his 
body and refreshment for his mind and soul. John 
Bunyan in jail at Bedford with his Bible and the 
outcome was The Pilgrim’s Progress. 


What a blessing good books, and above all else, 
the Bible have been to the sick and the “shut-ins.”’ 
A good Christian doctor walked into a room in our 
local hospital and saw a sick girl reading one of the 
modern trashy magazines. “Sister,” he said, in his 
fatherly voice, “you had better be reading that 
Gideon Bible which is lying on the table.” 


Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Vesper Topics For October 29: Buried Alive 


Introduction 


The unsung heroes of our church are those home missionaries who man the smaller churches scattered 


throughout the rural areas of our southland. 


They are not the ones who get the important positions in 


our church, nor are they the ones who are thought of as the leaders of our church, yet were it not for their 
sacrificial devotion and effective service, many of our down town churches simply could not grow. 


In our church we need to come to the place where 
the call to home mission service is just as honorable 
and highly thought of throughout the church as is 
the call to foreign mission service, and to the place 
where the church as a whole provides a practical 
means by which our best men can serve the home 
mission fields. 


So often our home mission men are “buried alive” 
and forgotten because we in the church measure 
success by worldly standards instead of by the 
standard that has been set before us in the person 
and teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we 
study the home missionaries let us look at them in 
the light of that supreme standard and let us look 
to an incident in the life of our Lord that sets that 
standard before us. 


Scripture Lesson: Mark 10:35-45 
l. A Revealing Request—V. 35-37 


a. Selfish interest 
b. Proper faith 


On this occasion we marvel at the boldness of the 
request of James and John, and yet their request is 


very revealing concerning the attitude of the average 
Christian heart. On the one hand their request is 
very definitely selfish, they were interested in 
getting a place of honor and distinction for them- 
selves. 


But on the other hand it reveals a proper faith, 
for it shows that they truly believed that Christ was 
the Messiah King and the Kingdom was surely 
coming. Are we not all a mixture of just this— 
selfish interest and proper faith? 


2. The Required Requisite—lV. 38 
a. Spiritual preparation 
b. Spiritual surrender 


Our Lord Jesus immediately reminded them that 
something more is required than asking for the place 
of honor. He asked them if they could “drink of 
the cup that I drink of . And be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?” ‘Those two 
questions carry the whole meaning of salvation in 
the New Testament. Before we can have a place of 
honor in the Kingdom, we must be baptized by the 
Holy Spirit unto the person of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, so that we have died with Him to sin and 
have been raised to righteous life in Him. 


But it also carries a responsibility of spiritual 
surrender, even as He was completely yielded to the 
will of God, even unto death on the cross, so must 
we be surrendered wholly to the Lord God regard- 
less of the cost. 


3. A Ready Reply—V. 39a 
a. Faith in possibility 
b. Willing to possess 


These men had a ready reply. They said, “We 
are able.” They believed that it was possible and 
they were willing to yield that they might possess 
all that Christ had for them. You and I must 
believe that Christ can make us what we ought to 
be and we must be willing to surrender to Him 
that He may do it. 


4. A Reliable Recipe—V. 39-45 


a. A power bestowed—V. 39: Jesus knew what 
He was going to be able to do. And so He answered 
their request by saying, “You shall be indeed able 
to do this thing.” We too, when we have received 
the Lord Jesus Christ, have been empowered by the 
Spirit of God for every good thing and we can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens us. 
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Chureh News 


October 22 A Day Of 
Fasting And Prayer 


Our highest church court has summoned us to 
observe a day of fasting and prayer. The observance 
is to the end that individuals be converted and that 
a genuine revival be enjoyed through the Church. 
God has visited His church with great awakenings 
in other days and we can all “unite in an expectant 
and prayerful waiting for such a visitation to our 
church and land”’ on this designated day. 


Fasting and prayer opened the gates to God's 
mercies and bounties when the chosen people found 
themselves in great difficulties. Out of the depths 
they cried with the confession of their sins. In 
Samuel’s day we read, “And they gathered together 
to Mizpeh and fasted on that day and said there, 
“We have sinned against the Lord’.”’ 

In response the Lord granted them a marvelous 
deliverance and a religious revival. In the returning 
of the exiles, conscious of their helplessness in the 
face of their adversaries, Ezra says, “So we fasted 
and besought our God.” Then follows a recital of 
events climaxed by “and we came to Jerusalem.” 


Even so did Nehemiah obtain victory for him- 
self and for God’s people. Likewise Daniel, the 
statesman and man of God, was granted wisdom, 
and favor, and power through fasting and prayer. 


Impotent and humiliated disciples asked Jesus in 
a moment of confidence, ‘““Why could not we cast 
him (the evil spirit) out?’ Jesus’ reply, This kind 
can come forth by nothing but by prayer and fast- 
ing, reveals the source and secret of divine power 
for any day, for any situation. 


Our Christian forebearers, from whose prayers 
and labors came our Presbyterian standards, were 
not too busy to pause at stated and special intervals 
to observe days of fasting and prayer. Small wonder 
that they provided us with one of the most remark- 
able statements of doctrine and church polity ever 
formulated by man. 


We of the Southland must never forget how our 
people turned to the Lord in those dark, difficult 
days of the Sixties and how He richly blessed them. 
“The Church courts at home and the chaplains’ 
meetings on the front were largely devoted to prayer 
. . . Public fasts and prayers were ordered by the 
government and by the church courts . . . prayer 
meetings were a feature of the camps; and diaries, 
letters and articles to the papers show how prevalent 
they were.” Anything to indicate blessings from such 
prayer and fasting? 


The Christian Observer was filled with references 
to revivals in all parts of the Army. Of one Brigade 
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it was reported, “There were 82 conversions of 
whom 80 joined the camp church . . . there were 
log churches every six or eight hundred yards, with 
prayer meetings twice a week.’”’ No one can doubt 
that the profound religious convictions of the soldiers 
were deepened in camps and that they were thus 
prepared for the trying years which followed the 
Civil War. (Facts taken from Revivals in the Midst 
of the Years, by Dr. Ben R. Lacy). 


We, too, are in difficult days. The general moral 
level of our country is low; human life is cheap; we 
are wedded to comforts and luxuries; untold num- 
bers are seeking satisfaction in mere things; the 
church is lacking in spiritual power, and there is all 
too little concerr for those who are lost. 


However, millions in their restlessness and lack 
of security are reaching out for something of a more 
satisfying value. 


Isn’t this God’s time for us in the same manner, 
by prayer and fasting, to claim a great spiritual 
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revival for our Southern Presbyterian Church and 
our land? The Psalmist prayer (Psalm 85:6) may 
well be our prayer, ‘Wilt Thou not revive us again 
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee!” Or as 
another has expressed it, “Revive Thy Church, O 
Lord, beginning with me.” Accept the Assembly’s 
call seriously, make Sunday, October 22nd, a sig- 
nificant day in your home and church. 


Suggestions for the observance of the Day of 
Fasting and Prayer: 


Let the spirit of the day be joyful: 

Hymn singing by the family a feature of the day. 

Relating of happy, helpful experiences in Christian 
service. 


|. Members of family talk over how they may mean 

more to Christ and His Church: 

By inviting those who do not attend—by going 
for them. 

By being more regular and prompt in attendance 
of the services. 

By praying for the church, the pastor, the un- 
reached, etc. 


2. Family worship with every member of family par- 
ticipating : 
Reading the Scripture in turn. 
Reciting familiar verses or passages. 
Each one a brief prayer—directed by the father 
or mother. , 


3. Prayer in the home and the church: 


(1) Confession of our sin in being indifferent 
about winning others to Christ. 


(2) Rededication of our lives to the Lord, (or 
dedication), John 21:15-17. Hymn: “Take 
My Life and Let it Be.” 


(3) That our church may become a great wit- 
nessing church. 


(4) For the Lord to revive His Church. Ps. 
85:6, Hab. 3:2, Ps. 32, 51. 


Observance of fasting: 


Some will wish to observe the day literally at 
least until evening; others a part of the day. 
Children, aged and ill served simple meals— 
children told of God’s people fasting and praying 
in other days when deeply concerned, and of the 
emphasis of this day. 


Appropriate scriptures some of which may be 
used at home, or in church services: 


Nehemiah Chap 1; Ezra 8: 21-23; II Chron. 
7:11-14; Psalm 32, 51; I Sam. 7:1-13; Mk. 9: 
17-29; Acts 13:1-4; John 1 :35-42, 
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